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Lake Tebie compoſed this ſmall Treatiſe for the inftru- 
#ion of thoſe, in whoſe names (upon the requeſt of their 


'F. Parents) I coumanted with God at their Baptiſm ; yet being 


Y 
+ 7 


6 neceſſary | { hs p ral ich of L he fa me 4 a U ice ;. may 

tt hers committed to 'my charg Es-1 hav e. ther erefore 

ten care that the youth of other Faniilier in both my Pa « 
% r, + 4 LE hi [ | x F; ft 43 


*" Bub becauſe 1 ann ſenſible how backward malt perſons are 
| pratice a- 


in thelr younger years, to read, underſtand, and prat 
y thing that may be for the Souls health,” without a great 
tare and diligence in thoſe with whon they l;n;s ; 
berefore is it my earneſt requeſt 10, all. of you, who ave o(- 
they Parents, Maj | 


. 


| they aſters, or any otherwiſe canerntd'in 1197 > 
8 Aucation of youth, ro" be often put ting them itt mind af "chaſe 
. things which are contained' hirein." And wheregs your own. 
good examples through :h2 Bleſſmg of God "will be mojt a> 


i 


rend:r this advice. the more iffeffual, let me therefore in 
 freat you s [[o-to take care that the praltice of your own lives 


\ wailabli ro beget inchem a due ſenſe of theiWDuty, and. 


/% © ka 


\ be conformable unto it, . 
| For if is mat eal(ie toi ſuppoſe 'thag this ſmall treatif 
have its due influente upon the minds of the younger jort, 
while. you that are the Elders ſhall behave your ſeboes dis 
Fly contrary thereunto, ES 


anit 10 peruſe at their leiſure. n 
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hays I making itour ir Buſineſs 


by 8 chearful obſervance 0 reap Hor Vow, duly | 
hy ymg the $4 Re Day, ana by behaving our ſelves with- 


erence, with pll / Zeal, 


wig places which are ſet 

F oor fa his | llc Worſhip. CREE: 
Do you think it would not be a more lovely þ bt, ana- 
more pleaſing to God #s well as Man, to be 
Congregation ofering up ther ral rnd os: and Prayersto. 


in re ference fo theſe ſe t 


hs Fas a EGS 


G14, wth an' hawility bothiof Soul -and Body,.ana profirating - 


themſelves before 4 Throne of Grate, #4 a pure neart 
: and bumble woice, accompanying the Minifter in the ſeveral. 
parts of Diruine Service at the Chureb: diretts ; aud 110 have 
every on with'a audiable waice , beartil J ſays 


; the end of ever Prayer, to teflify his' conſent and. Faith. 


FW Pu1G Net this be a mare levely Hg 4 he Ara <y : 


' | Manding, athert ftring; 4 7w bneelin 
IF fomub. as once opening their, Lips, 1 
IE; 5  fhew forth Gads pre 


. Tow cannot. be iguarant with phat f 7 


= wes, 1 have both privately and. y - 

We £ theſe things. ta your conſideration, an thanks be to Gid 8 
2B 2 It ſomething more of Decency and. Reverence t0 be ſeen, than. 
— ther! was former ly z' but yet there is a gremt deal ſtill. to be - 
© amended ; and inqrder to this end, 1 have put this Jath 
= Book inte your hands, which if you will be ſo kind as 10 per-. 


* 


: 01 have hitherta done ; which, that you ma 4 do, is the... 


# Wt prayer 0 : 
CON + "Rm a aſſured Friend, 


and Loving Paltor, 


ing Amen at 


ke and prafiice, I'doubt by Wt v9. will thereby . came. 105 
4 God, and. edify one another more than many f. 


6 
o 
: 


at which. time it was given'us in charge.to ſee thi 
you ſhould be taught, ſo ſoon'as-you ſhould bs |; 
tolearn, what'a folemn vow, probuiſe and profeſſh 
you'then made by us: T hive endeavolred: accorg- 
ingly to diſcharge my dury thus: far,-and have alfo 


edvis'd you with” all due reverence: to frequent the - 


publick worthip of God, giving diligent attenrion to 
the miniſtry of his holy word and to prayer. 


Whereas it was then alſo given us in Charge to 


take cars that you ſhould be brought: to the Biſho 


ro: be” confirmed by him; ſo ſoon "as you ſhould be | 


duly qualify'd for the ſame, I have advis'd you ac- - 


that holy ordinance. 71% 7 

Bnrt -becauſe-it is very probable that yor mey not 
{5 wellremember what you have:ſome time heard,.. 
.z$ what you ſhall ofcen' read, therefore Ehave-thoughr 
- firto compoſe this ſmall Treatiſe for your ule;where- - 
ur I have taken-m hand, ' : ) 


- 


\ firmation [yow-are requir'd to take: upon- yourlelk 
S ſhewing you withal che poſlibility. of keeping 11, an 
the obligation which: yeu- are under to-obſerve 18... 
* _ © 2: To thew you in what manner you ought to bey - 
{| © have yourſelf in the-publick worſhip of God, thax ſo -» 
| your whole ſetvice and your feHfalſo:may-Le accepty: - 

- ed; through the merits of his belove&-Son-- 7 (4 


-Andthis Fam 


# For, ſay they, whatman.living is able to kee 
Y vow:; and from-hencethey conclude, that K'S:D- 


,# 


RT: 


cordingly to take the firit opportunity-of oblerving - 
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1 Toexplzinyour Baptifmal Vow,whioctr in Cons -- 
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UT our bodily zeſtures in "Gods: 
fince he-expeQs to, be worſhipp'd' | y'us in_ 


ps 
, 


- 


re ſo plauſible objeftions, that the genera- 
are prejudic'd againſt theſe == 
and oy ircomesto paſs, that as in moſt. 
gatiohs there is ſo. mnch wreverence to be ſeen-in 
time of divinie ſervice, ſo in moſt places there are ſo 
few that are willing to undertake the office of Sure-. 
ties for Childrenat their Bapriſa, fewer that make 
thoſe anſwers in the Childsname which they ſhould 
. do with an audible voice, and fewer yet who make - 
any conſcience of diſcharging their duty afterwards, 
but. come to. the Font as if they bad nothing elſe to» 
do but to ſtand filent there, tho afterwards they can. 
Joudly contribute to all the fooliſh mirth among . 
their neighb' 

And therefore I ſhall now proceed! 

x. of all ro explain the Baptiſmal Vow. 

2. Toprove unto you the poflibility of keeping it. 

3. To thew you how . great an Obligation you Jye 
under to-obſerye it. 

Therefore whereas you promiſed by- us to re-. 
nounce the Devil, &'e. you muſt know, that by re- 
nouncing any ' thing 1s meant a declaring againſt? it, _ 
 ox.a torſaking it; and refolving to have-no more-to 
— wie! it; a refuſing to comply with it; or to be go. 

it: | 4 
us our Church has. explatn'd the-word in . 
the faſt interre atory to the Sureties. '-For, ſays the. 
m, Doft thou in the nam: of #his\Child 
remmunce? the Divil and all his works, the vain, pony inng- 
of the world, with all eountaus defiret of the lame,and 

mal difirar of he fliſb, ſo that this wilt wot ; fall 
them ?''To wheel, dani ae + roggired 


4s meant, that wh ever 
his Eatchful Seryant, —_ 


wo 
Wo. o 


Tricks, which ſome. others mad 
'$ thatin promiling ; 20: renuonce. the Devil, the World, 
and the Fleſh, you declared. by us, that you would op- 
poſe all their temptations, and no way compl, with 
Nail to thediſhonour of God, and the del 
your Soul. ; 
| 2. Whereas you promiſed alſo by .us to believe all 
thoſe fundamental Doftrines of Chriſtianity, 
are briefly com prehended in that form of 
words which 1s called the Apoſtles Creed, I cannor- 
ſuppoſe that there is any necelfity fore thee 
part of your Baptiſmal Vow in. this ſmall Tre 
becauſe as there are nogreat difficulties in it, fo = ox 
are no great diſputes about ir, it being generally re- 
ceived 1n the Chriſtian-Church- by men. "2 all perſwa- 
ftons, how different ſever from ne anether in ma- 
wh other points. 
However, this: one thing I- cannot omut - letti 
know, vis. that you are ſo to. believe, ; all x 
0 Care e praftice.o 
erſatior "be an{werable to all. 
which you profels tobelieve. f 
"That | 15:t0- ſays. you muſt ſo beliey e_ in ( 
2 by ad greatneſs, ; 
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os are frge "vg 
to underſtand; a qr: and aſi, obedience, for 
it is utter] ofſible for any man to-live, withour 
being gui Y bi *liſobedience ro God upon many ac- 
counts-; butby keeping the Commandments of God 
now under the Goſpel is meant our uling the moſt 
ſincere endeavours to do thoſe things which God has 
required, being unfelgnedly forrowful for all our 
frailties and” imperfeQions, heartily begging Gods 
pardon through Chriſt for what we have done amiſs, 
and confcientieuſly partring our holy reſolutions of 
new obedience mtoprattice, ſtill exerciſing our faith , 
and relying upon' Gods mercies in Chriſt Jeſus to= 
wards us. 

- $6 that in acknowledging our ſelves bang to kivp 
Godvholy will and commandments, and to 'walk in 
the ' ſame all the days of our life;' we do not in the 
leaſt mean that our good works are teritor:ous, or 
that we xi be fav'd purely throughany the moſt ex= 
cellent® works of "righteouſneſs which we can per- 
form, - but our bellieneats the Golpi pe 15 re vired, ,s 
che beſt teſtimony of the ſincerity of our faith.” 
: And hence it is that our Saviotir is faid Heb. " 
== == be the author of eternal Salvation to all that obey him.” - 
© 3 ''Let/no - man therefote” 'deteave | H: 
- et ro che! diſpatip ement- of 'g00d 
St,” John” has'told'us,'.r"Ep!" $.-*3."thar vid hr ping tht 
Aommanden: 5 of dis : Hhobeft' &vinence df our love #0 hin, 
{o-St.' PouPhas taught wif Epheſl 2:16 lrhar wy ar 
'Grds workinanſbip, cintedain' cot Feſur wnto good works, 
thay we ſhould walk-in them; ©) 

In like manner Sr Peter, "Ep. 1.46: wells Wha we 
iſ-nogthink it fuGcient i997 -we are! made porta ker 6 
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In. the firſt place therefore, as to our renouncing 
he Devil, has he notcommanded ys by his Apoſtle 
t James, ch. 4. 7. to reftft him, promiſing withal;that 
thereupon. he ſhall flee from ws: Has he not enjoin'd us. 
alfo-by. his Apoſtle St:Paul, Eph. 4. 27. n10t 20 giueglace. 
bathe TN And jake mn; n vo wh yg ou 
us by St Peter, 1 Ep. 5. 9. that we ſhuuld refiſt:the Devil, 
bei "Geafal in the faith 
Now ſurely if we are to refiſthim, and to. give no 
[65 unto him,it muſt be poſſible for aus to renounce 
im, by making all oppoſition againſt, him; and all 
his temptations. _ DIE 6 944 
And if it be poſſible for us thus to renounce the 
Devil, it cannot furely be impoſſible for us to re- 
nounce all ſin, and particularly -thoſe enormities 
which may be more peculiarly call'd the worksot the 
Devil, as pride, malice, and envy, revenge, lying and 
cruelty, with ſuch-like, which are his daily; practic 
 Fhoſe truly Chriſtion graces, of humility, charity FE 
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hae Ml Chr at, love, meckn 
andthe like, which are plainly yifible in the hves © 
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hence alſo we m 
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the pemps and vanitier of F115 wi 
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rhe fonful lifts of the fleſh. For as God hi 
but to be tr 


» 4 


ansform'd by the renewing 0 ou 
what us that goed and acceptable and-perfet will of God. 
So St. John, 1 Ep. 5. 4. plainly ſuppbſes the poſſibili- 
ty of doing this, for, ſays he, thu i the wittory that 
overcometh the werld, even our faith. '  ' 
And then as to our reneuncing a#'the foifel Tufts of the 
ſh; as we find St. Paer ſuppoſing the poſſibility - of 
doing this, when he exhorts us; 1 Fp. 2. 11: a firaxgers 
and pilgrims to abſtain from fliſbly laſts which war at ainſt 
heh , {6 we find St. Paul making 1t neceffary in or- 
der to our attainment of everlaſting Salvarion, telling _ 
vs, Rom. 8. 13. that if we live after the fleſh we ſhall aye, 
but if we through the ſpirit do -mortify the deeds of rhe boay. 


poſſible for.us to keep this part 


nally, 'ris either for.us to keep this part 
of 6ur Baptiſmal Vow, or <lſe Chriſt has 'no true'Di- 
ſciples in the world, for St, Paul has plainly told us, 
Gal. 5. 24. they that are Chriſti have crucified the fliſh, 
with their affeiions and luſts, Now it's nor to be doubr= 
ed but there are a grear many ſincere Chriſtians in 
the world; and conſequent)y ?tis poſſthle for us (if 
we be of that number) to mortifie our earthly mem» 
bers, and to crucifie our fleſhly* luſts.' Whatever 
therefore fome people may pretend as to rhe impoſſi- 
bility of performing!'this part 'of our Baprtiſmal Vow, 
Tis certain they are under a great miſtake, fince it 'is 
Not poſſible either for ſin or Satan to+prevail over us, 
© -butonly ſo far as we yield unto them ; they may in- 
| - -Gredallireandentice, but they cannot hurt: us, un- 
Ji we wilfully: deliver over our ftrengrh into-the 
*hands of theſe aurenemies,7 0 0 I 
'F Would" we bur arry our elves with the  mindiof 
 7Chriftficmly reſolving to ſerve the will and FER | 
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Vigory over. theſe our | Enemi MK erin [7 
{tan of God himde, for ihe be ore Is 


Power into "Pe ev oh will at lengt cp 
them more than Conquerors —_— ugh his belovediSon. 
Let me therefore adviſe you (nny Sond ay Son) to be ſtrong 
in the Lord, and in the power ght, do bur 
uſe your beſt endeavgurs to mortifie the old man; and 
rucifie the, Fleſh with its affeftions and lofts, to 
due all thoſe outward: vices-of Luxury and'Wan- 
onneſs, Revenge, Injuſtice, &c, and to abſtain from 
all appearance: of eyil,. ens A the fuel of any 
vice, which you are in danger of, and conſtantly 
applying your * folf unto God by prayer; and then 
ou need not queſtion but you {hall break Satans 
head, however be may be able to bruiſe your heel, 
tho' you may ſuffer a, little by him, yet at laft You 
ſhall be viQorious. over him. | 
In the ſecond place, | whereas we alſo promis'd ; in 
your name, that you ſhould believe all the- Ati, 
of the Chriſtian Faith, I ſhall not need to infiſf upon 
roving the. poſlibiliry of your. believing them, there 
$6594 nothing that I know of contained in that Creed, 
but- what all Chriſtians of what perſwaſion ſoever do 
canſent unto. . 
t, ſhall therefore now paſs ro the third and laſt part 


our Raptiſmal Vow, which is to keep Geds holy W; 4 
pu Commanaments, and to walk in the Jane. all the wy of 
your Life. _ 

Now that there is no more ;mpoſſibility in the 
| porforinance of this, than the other parts of this ſo- 
emn vow, we have the plain Teſtimony of our 
bleſſed Saviour, who for our greater encours 
has told us, May, 11. 28, 29. that his comman 
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ſufficient, one would think, topur the matter beyond 
all difpute, yer becauſe it is poſſible you' may meet 
with fome unreaſonable men, who will be ready- to 
' ask, you as they have done me, whether there was, e- 
ver any/man in/ the World that was able to Uo theſe 
things: ;: I ſhall now give ſome few examples of good 
and pxous' men, who {as we 'may comtide-ffomwhat 
15 fad of them ) found 'it' poſſible through the grace 
of God to renounce the Devil, the World and the 
Fleſh;and towalkk before God in purity and hohnefs of 
Life, yielding ſuch an uniform obedience to all his 
Commands as he was. pleaſed ro accept. of * | 
In the firſt place therefore, 'may we not reaſonably 
ſuppoſe that Noah did this, it being ſaid of him, Ger. 
6. page: he was a juſt man, and perfeF# in his generation, 
and that h: walked with Gad. | i Re 
And what reaſon have we to doubt of Abraham's 
doing the ſame thing, who as he was the” father of 
the faithful, ſa he manifeſted the fincerity of his 
faith by the uniformity of his obedience ; for as St. 
Jamestells us, c<þ. 2.4, 22. Faith wrought with his wor 
and by works was faith made perfet. CEN” 
In like manner, may we not conclule the ſame 
thing of Fob, of whom the Lord himſelf was pleaſed 
to give this charaQer, ch. 1.' 8. that there was none like 
him in all the earth, a perfef# and an upright man,one that 
feared God, and eſchewed evil. | y | 
And tho Satan moved God againſt him, as itis ſaid 
th. '2\, 3. 10 deflroy lim" without a cauſe, yer the ao | 
4 wou 2 
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Now if theſe and many other holy men under the 
Law, were able through the Divine affiſtance, ſo to 
walk before Gad as to be approved of him, how little 
reaſon have we to doubt of the poſlibiliry of the ſame 
hin __ done by Chriſtians, now under the more 
gl ans light and gracious difpenſation of theGoſpel? 
Why may not we now ( as St Pau! tells us he did } 
exerciſe our ſelves in keeping a goo Conſcience vaid of offence 


toward; God and towards man? It muſt be confels'd, 


that we are far from being able of our ſelyes to do 
theſe things, but as St Paul declared of himſelf PH 4. 
17.:So we may affre our ſelves that we may be able te do af 
th - Hi rb Chriſt that ſtrengthens us ; and we need not 
inthe lealt doubr of his affiſtance, upon our hamble 
roquel at, the Throne pf Grace for the ſame. 
 $othar now (my Son) you ſee. how reaſonabl 
thoſe people argue againſt our-Baptiſmal Vow, whic 


contains nothing in:it but what God has cemmanded, 


and good men have praQic'd. Ler no man therefore 


deceive you! ini fay chat we have promisgd more'in 


your.nzm2 than it's poſſible for you to perform, for 
ify ou will bur in Rood, earneſt oppoſe theſt'enemies 
of your Soul; che'World, rhe Fleſh'/and 'the Devil, 
you'll find the bleſſing of God conetitcing with your 
holy reſolutions..; he that hath planted theſe thi 
in your hearr, will alſo water, and make thety 
dantly fruirful, ro the confuſion of Satan, thi 


: glory 


of God, and the eternal An of your imr.orral 


Soul. 
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"Andto by ale I Be TEDH many argu- 
ments, and ſundry Texts of Scripture, but becauſe 
T rather defire to inform your judgment than burthen 


your memory, -I ſhall. comprehend what I haye to 


ſay upon. View head in, as few words as I can. . You 
muſt therefore know, and be convinc'd of this, . that 

your eterna] happineſs depends upon your conſcien- 

rious, 0 ſervation. of this vow. Tis impoſſible for 

you to be made partakers of the mercies of God in 

Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, withour repentance, faith, and 
new obedience. - 

For, as our Saviour, has told us, Mar. 19.17. that if 
we will enter into life we muſt keep, the. Commandments ; 10 
St Paul has told us, Heb. 13. 7k that without Faith it 
impoſſible iy pleaſe God, "And, the ſame, & oftle has alſo 
declar'd, Rom. 8. a Ie; yl if we Jive after the ef we 


fhalt die, but if through the | ſhirit we do mortifie* the deeds 
of the body, we jha!! ſive. For theſe are, the terms of 
the Covenant of grace between God and us, that he 
wil be graciouſly, plezs'd ro. beſtow upon ys the par- 
gon of, aur ſins, ang everlaſting life.;. byr ir. 15,upon 
this £ondir) on, that w pxrform our part of the.Co- 
Vee, which 1319 of IfNE, md i .do, thoſe. thihgs 
that we have prom: "ad: 10.0ps Baptiſm; | 
 Ang.this is ſo plain!” that 1:do ner think there is 
any need of inſiſting upon. e proof of it, becauſe in 

21], Covenants the” party, promiting any benefits or. 
priV ledges, 15 no fartherzobJig' d rg make them. zagd 
than the, other party . performs the; ;,quties, Prof 5 
and re gired on his part Step 

$0 that a5 you love;your own Soul, and. fefire 19 


be fox ever bapp in, the life © e To high) 
erns you t0. pf very mnindfu] Fo rh ROSS 
ow, and careful to obſerye i pt ; 


Bur withal I would entrear you frag EAY oe ro Bd 
der this one thing, that Jeſus; Chriſt came 
mot the World, . and Luikped the curſcd death af the 
Kb L045, 


cr 
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gave 'himſelf for us, at it's ſaid , Titus 2. 14+ 
that he might r:d:em us from all iniquity, aud purify unto 
himſelf s ptculiar p:0ple zealous of good works ;, and how 

_ then can we have. the face to delight in fin ? . why 
then ſhould we th ns. prejudiee our own Souls ? wh 
ſhould we deſtroy cur 1cives, after all the care and. 
pains that our Bleſſed Lord has been at to fave 
us ? 

Have we more love for Satan than we have for 
God, that we ſhould make a ſcruple of renouncing 
the Devil both in our words and works ? have we 
more affe ion for ſin that will ruin us, than for ho- 
linefs, that will be a means to fave us? through Chriſt 
we are made the Children of God by Adoption, aun.l 
heirs through Grace of his Everlaſting Kingdom, and 
ſhall we be ſuch fools as to fell our Birth-righr, like 
Eſau, for one finful morſe], and to deſtroy both Scuis 
and Bodies for evermore. 

Let me. entreat you {my Son) to lay theſe things 
ſeriouſly to heart, and be perſwaded fo to 181d your 
life here, that you may be for ever happy in tle 
life to come ; for as you may J:arn from the words 
of the Apoſtle, 1 Core. 15+ Jail, :f you v2 ftedfaſt and 
immoveable, always ahounding in the work of the Lord, you 
may be aſſured that your l[xzbour jhall ot 62 in vain in ihe 
Lord. | | Ss 

So that altho it be certain th-r- 1s no other Sacr1> 
fice now under the Goſyel, b::: that of Chriſt up- 
on 'the Crols,.. which can, be tufficient ro ſatisfy 
Gods juiftice, expiate our fins, and obtain Eternal . 
Redemption for. us, yer St. Pau! teaches us, Rom. 

12. I, that ths preſent:ng our Bodirs a living Sacrifice holy 
acceptable unto God is our reaſonao!e ſervice: So that al- 
tho the ſacrihce of our {elves which we ought to of- 
fer up to God in keeping our Bapriimal Vow cannot 
procure Salvation, yet it 3s abtolutely necellary 
for our reception of it, And thetefore inſtead of 
liſtning to thoſe perſons who are wont to argue a- 
oainſt the poſſibility of their duty, and Lke the faint- 

B 2 hearted 
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cellent words of our Church, at the latter end of the 
office for Baptiſm, where we are told that Bap:ifm dqth - 
veprefent arto us our profeſſion, which ts to follow the example 
cf our Saviour Chrijt, and to be made like unto him, 1hat as * 
4 | be died and roſe again for us; ſo fhould we who ave baptit'd 
"x aye for fin, and riſs ogain unto rightcaufneſs, continually. 
a morzifyins all our cvil and corrupt afft#:ons, ond daily pro- 
ceeding in all virtue, and gotlineſs of Firs. 
And nowl hope yoit will fee no reaſon for neg- 
Ieing to =: confirm'd, bur (as our Church has ex- 
plain'd th: meaning of this word) that being now come 
te the y:ar: of diſcretion and und:rſianaing what your Goa-fa- 
thrs and God-methers promiſed for you.in Baptiſm, you your _ 
ſelf with your own mouth and conſent openly, before the 
Chur ch, will ratify and confirm the ſame, and alſp promiſe 
that by the Grace of God, you will eyermore endeavour your 
elf, fai:bfully to obſerve ſuch things as . you by your own 
confeffion have afſented unto. 

Here's nothing impoſſible-(as I have ſhew'd) re- 
quired of you, nothing that's truly difficult to a wil- 
ling mind, affiſled by the Grace of Gods hely Spirit, 
which is never wanting to thoſe that heartily ſeek af- 
ter it: nothing finally but what is atrended wirh.the 

| greateſt comfort and fſatisfaQion of mind in this life, 
| and which will render us capable throuytr Jeſus Chriſt 
 _ of etetnal glory in che life to come. | When: 
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the belt cdre you can to pr 


ing and prayer ſome time 


ly Chriſtian courage, faying 7a, oo 

= Aﬀter this, be ſure that you heartily Join-with the 
Bp ir-his prayers toGod for yot, and all that. are then. 

confirm'd, and when he ſhall lay. his hand upon your 


_ head, ptaying over HY while you knee! before him, 
kt your deyour affeJions go atong with' your words, 
ER EE? SF RwIRY 3 7 if 4 W53SS i Hu $ Y- Thy #4 F4 iS My » fn 
Goying Amen heartily, $0 that,*as ro all the other Pray- 

8x15 At ths Elivech. (ET ERT: Re 


And latly, when'the (By 


ee 
Ll 


depart with a Joyful and glad hearc, 
and yet humbly praiſing” God in your mind, that he 
has ſpar'd your life till that time, and given you an 
opportunity of engaging your ſelf petfonally 'in'his 
Service, from which you muſt reſolye to let no temp- 
cation of the world, the Devil, or theficth, ever dfaw 

ful Sol- 


hat protioun®d che Vet 
wh; ſee that. ou depart 


you, but that you. will continue Chriſtyfaithfu 
dier and Servant to yout ivesend... 
And now, my Son, having, thus expluin'd your Bap- 
tiſmal vow, ſhew'd, you the poflibiliry. of keep 
and theabſolute neceſliry there is for you fo to do, in 
order to your Everlaſting Salvation"; I have feveral o-- 
ther things: to.tecommend MY 


ur pious conſid 


ing it, 
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eve you.,my advice in reference; to your conſtant | 
attendance upon. the publick worſhip of -Gad, and - ] 
the manner of your behayiour therein, © 
_ For having obſerv'd (not without great trouble of . -| 
ſpirit) rhat as ſome are ſo Jpke-warm in Religion, that | 

they do not care how ſeldom they go to Church, fo 


others. do not matter how fare at they behave 


ving, are Ver 
265 bp ra bling abo 
heyſe to houſe, when 
God in the Houſe of Pray 
-  Yon-muſt knaw the 
allow 
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; hes the confum 
We eres pr ro 
Ler 'me therefore adviſe you be yery careful j in. 
ſpending the Lords Day, in ſuch a manner a$ thai 
God may be thereby moſt glorified,and chircerninly 
you terns do betrer than employing your ſelf in the - 


- publick prayers, and other religious exerciſes toge- 


on. 
For however private devotions, . when du) 
formed iti their proper ſeaſon, may be accept 


ther with the congregati 


red” of 


Gad, yet we do edify one another, as well as GJori- 4 


od, moſt by the mutual examples and union of 
our publick deyotions. 


So.that the-Lord having been ſo liberal as tp allow 


us ſix days for our ſelves, reſerving but one in the, 
week for his more ſolenin worſhip and ſervice, how 
can any of us have the face to.rob him of that day-. 
by ſpending.ir any. otherwiſe, than to his honour agd-. 
glory. 

Satan, I doubt not, will be ready- to tempt you - 
ſometimes . in this caſe, as he tempted 'our fuſt pa- 
rents in reference to the forbidden Fruit, and as ke 
_ then . upbraided God with, niggardlineſs, in that he 


had nor 'giren ther them fro: d {co eat of all the Trees 
itt the. Garden, inſinuar 


ſtrainted them from the uſt tle ORE,. out of fon 
ſelifend; for, ſaid the $ 

that in the day you eat t 
knowing, good and evil, reof, 
' Satan de alt with'our firſt parents 
forbidden fone, fo 
to_the Lords Day, u Ig 4s 1 
hard, that « 7 may not rake your libert 
ate your ſelfon thag day, being tw'd w 
labour of all the wWoyk, beſidk... 


tiar n Charch in memory of our - 
Nm ation, of. 
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wy if Goa. had ball vat « to tho bt bat one 
ay for our uſe, and ielarve ſix wholly for his own, 
we ſhould have had no. reaſon to have complained, 
-he being our Creator, "and 'we the work of his hands, 
| bue ſince he has been ſo liberal as to grant us fix days 
for our Worldly buſittels, and reſerved one _ only 
wholly to himſelf,” we. are the -moſt uareafonable 
creatures in the World, if we are ridt content with ſo 
liberal a proportion. and ftrive ro the urmoſt of our 
power to glorify him on that day, according to his 
own appointment. 

Whenſoever therefore you are tempted to abſent 
your ſelves from the publick Worſhip of God, give 
. no entertainment to any ſuch ceinplatics” bue TejeRt 
it withan indignation, like that of Joſeph,to his wan- 
.ton miſtreſs, and ſay, 
, £dnels. and fin again God. 

_ Have a care of being ſo unjuſt and ungratefu). to 
" God, upon whom you have your whole dependance, 
-as/tO be ſeduced by the ill example of theſe. profane 

people 1n this licentious age, 
To! grace ,and mercy of.G 
altho eas that 4D) are Ii ? 


in Chriſt Jeſus, 


tience and forbear- 
- after year, 'Yetcannot 


4Þ 4 


ſpend that one day in che Lords - 
ON | ſh ſet apart for his own | 


more ce which be rg , 
Znke tells ; in __ the: parable , of the wiſe. Steward, 
Lake 12: 4.3: h4;. pron red, the Servant bleſſed, whorn. the 
And, when he , cometh. fe, and conſcienti- 


5. ut Is 


f & whom tie 

tou r0,Judg the ancient 
HI of the Church For $ A ſhall find 
either ſleepin upon thats et or bafyng themſelves 
abut. the. World, making proviſion. for the Bleſk 
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liow can T do this groat Wick-> 


who areſo inſenſible of 


A to periſh every mo- 


"Our bleſſed Saviour, as St. 


all become 
ord; if he. 


Y 


wn 


Wwertres, 1 
nſua] apperites, inf  work-of tf 
Jo you think. 
come at ſuch a be infinitelx 


ns 


Firſt, therefore you muſt conſider this,. that when 
you go to ſerve the Lord in thoſe places, which are ſet 
apart for Divine Worfſhip; you then go into Gods 
more eſpecial preſence. For ſo David teſtifies, P). roo. 

- 1, 2. FVhere he exhorts the Tews to praiſe God the mare 
 Chearfully in the Temple, as being the ſpecial place of bis gra- 
cious preſence, O come, ſays he, let us ſing unto the Lord, 


1 


\— tet us heartily rejoice in the flirength of our Salvation, Lt us 
tome before his preſence with rhankſgroing, and jhew our ſelves 
"glad in him with Pſalms. And becauſe we ſhovld not $$: i 

think that he is leſs preſent now in the religious 18 

Aſſemblies of Chriſtians than he was in the Jewiſh. : 
Temple, our Saviour has expreſly declared, Mat. 18. 

20. that when two or. three are gatherzd . together in his 
name, he us there in the midſt of them. And you may | 

be ſure, that if he will youchlafe to honour fo final Il: 

a'number with his preſence, as two or three ſo aflem-.. 
bled" ro do him worſhip and ſervice, he will not - 
deny his gracious preſence to the greateſt Congre- 
_ gation. - | | __ 

- And upon the account of ſuch places being dedicated 
to the ſervice of God, and af. his being more eſpecially 
preſent in them, upon theſe accounts 1. uppoſe it Was 

- that St Paul.'reproved the Corinthians. 10 {eyerely for 
their rude behaviour in the Church, 1Cor.-1 1. 22. what, 

| fays he, have you not houſes to eat and to drinkin, or deſpiſe 

Þ© 6 the Church of God *- 
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_ dinary, which you do not underſtand, be not aſha- 


.. and praiſes as may be accepted through thy beloved Sm ; and 
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go to -Chy 
vice. 
'But before you go, among other preparations, I ad- 
viſe you to read over the Pſalms, the firſt and ſecond } 
Leſſons , as alſo the Epiſtle and Goſpel appointed 
for that day, and as you read, obſerve and meditate 
upon 'the moſt material paſſages contained therein, 
and if there be any thing more remarkable than or- 


med to deſtre information of any in the Family that 
may be able to give it. 

By this means you will be better able to read thoſe 
portions of Scripture with the Miniſter in time of di- 
vine ſervice moreattenrively, and in a!l probability the 
Holy Spirit may then dart more pious thoughts into 
your mind, and more enlighten your underſtanding 
than it did upon your firſt reiding then over in private. 

Having thus exerciſed your ſelf cill it is time for you 
to go to Church, fo ſoon as you are got thither, ſee 
that you do not loyter in the Church yard, neither + 
make 1t your buſineſs ro diſcourſe with others about } 
any worldly matters (unleſs it be a word or two of } 
"uy great neceffity) for you will be in great'danger [ 
of having thoſe things run in your,mind, and diſtract Y 
your thoughts in time of divine ſervice, which you 
have much difcourſed of juſt before. 

Repair therefore to your Seat or uſual! place in the 
Church, and falling upon your Knees offer up ro God 
this or the like prayer, with the moſt devout a ffeCtion, 
Holineſs O Lord becomes thine Houſe for ever, and therefore 1 


Pefsech thee ſo to aſift me with thy holy Spirit, that I may | 


offer unto thy divine Majeſty ſuch a lively ſacrifice of prayer | 


grant alſo, that I may ſo hear thy holy word, and attend to the , 


y by 
+8 


h begins, -you may' be Ks 
= better able to join in ek att. your:;Heart #14; & 
Soul, together with-all thoſe A 4 Chriſtians, who - 


make conſcience of waiting upon God in his aſp 


with every. 
—_ 


Temple, I adviſe you-in the_- 
3d place, to be US uaty acquainted 
part of the Common Prayer, which. yo 
doit to your ſatisfaQtion, by: a frequent and ſeri 
ous peruſal, together with an impartial conſideration ; 
therdgf, for-I am fully po ay _ None-are fo h 
rea IN to. deſpiſe.it-as t Je who . are”. > acquiiard 
- wath.-If. {.::.. ©; 

I half. not therefore, now. ive. 
account of its. method,,ox:of I onnexi- 
on, which's obſervable between the foveral, parts of 
it, (for theſe things, 0 already done by ſome'pious 
and, learned Dwines of of ow Church;) but ſhall. only 
gw. Fou the necelkt? of; that. xeverence; which 1s 
us to, the, Majeſty.of thi and glorious. Gag,; 
bon We are, to. worthip | ve. affemble.qur- 
ves tegethgr 11 ahiaſs::places winctrare” dedicated 
} cajhisforyice, ic) ho, DISHHS WOIRTST, TAL. OVER & 

S not oo ed 4p thats m- Wo 8 
phi we owets Almighty 1s twofol TH 
8 » laward, which is that of our-Souls.-:;. 1 + | 


þich. id due'ny disiofiguise Majefty,: an 

1 el wing in ham fehring itn, 

Ng him, with all your heart, and: with all 

ind bunge? all: Noun: Joul,, and ___ all your 
on: 
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oitaofe, particular expreſſions of reverence. 

WICH, + i abliged - the word. of God, the 

y; ofvur Church agreeable thereunto, and to all 

tHe 16816 nome, and pious men-in alinges 

WE 6:G: a0b.n7 abbot x: 

rt _—__ you maſt know miy 

In OY we reverence God 1 (pwnided alway I that 
EF fp mg go. Jong with eur'i Tongues) when 

oſs Four. fins. unto. him,.and- offer up our Movers 
gy A ſes with an audible Voice. | 

"And this is undoubtedly a very great priviledge,that 

the: whole Congregation-in' ſome parts-of Divine ſer- 

710e.are admirced;to-joyar with: the Minifter 'in : of- 

,\np* their. devotions 'unto: God, and we +ſhould 

yce 1n this Liberty; efpecially: ince by this means - 

we veſtific ro-0n2 another, how ready we are wirh one 

xrt-and. one: Mouth'to: glorify God. 

dt is alſo tobe confider'd, that the people bear- 

Nog with the”Miniſter in the publick devonon. 

200 much endl ro. the more inflamingor | anQ= 


nn_— Lo ag tir gy RE "is ng, b 
© & foto the rendring « our r devorions the more pee ] 
1 able * | 
-, I Vinſee hes Law, the peop Ns indevs were to bring 
their ſacrifices and lotions to the T emple, but' the 
Prieſts-only were to offer them up. 

Whereas.now under the gracious diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel, the people zre'ſo far become Prieſts unto - 
God; as'to be admitted the honopr of "bearing: 2 'part” 
together with the Prieſt in his publick worſhip.”  _ 

And to this great near he oma of dey win 
I ran may have relatic 


the Miniſter with a pare bear and free won unto 
the Throne of the Hegyenly Grate, as/ih 'repeati 
the Confeſſion and the Li ord's centro an b 
making all ſuch anſwers as you are-direQed by th 
brick © throughout "the whole'ſervice, never om 
to-fay men, butthus'in a fervent: zeal ſhutring up 
your Prayers. 2 gn 0 CI - 

And becauſe 1 find. that the gen rality of Chriſtians 
are negligent 1 in this, to the end-that' you ray nor 
follow : the il] examples of. Nr ng nd beſo: Poo, I | 
ſhall now take occaſion to inform/you! be 24th m t Wy 7 
matrer;: by: thewing you, = OT ILIMY Ss Ss. 

1. Of all, the m&ning of the word Amen.. 

2. Tharthe people of Cod i in all ages of the Chiarch 
bays made uſe of this word in their publick devotion. 
_ 3. How great a neceſſity there i Is: me rai pradtice 
ſhould beſt}.continued among vs. 20 

In the firſt place; as to this: word pr "36 is the 
ſame in all Languages, and rhe:-people' of all Nations 
upon Earth, "make uſe of ir at the concluſion of their 
Prayers. 

And as to 6 meaning LE it, it's s cheifly ofdld ; 
oft 1t" ſignifies either ſo bs it or ſo it Is. (Sometime we 

— Un of ren, and robe _——_ our r arr defire that the 
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#1 dence, and the declaration-. of OUT; att! 


” Scripture, as I ſhall ſhew you, by obſerving in 
the - Ts | Z 47] 

2d place, that the people of God. in all ages of the 
Church have made. uſe of it.in their publick deyo- 
LON: Has | _—_—- | Þ# 

Firſt of ,all, as. to the, Church of God under the 
legal diſpenſation, we:;:read Nehemiah 8. 6. that when 
Ezra bleſſed the Lord the great God, all the people an{wer- 
ed. Amen, lifting up their hands ; and-no doubr bur their 
hearts were allo l:ifred up with the greateſt fervency, 
as appeared by their doubling the expreſſion, ſaying 
Amen, Amen: Ky es bt 0 F 21 i 

Yea, we find Dew... 27. 14. thateven when the Le-- 
vites did uſe to. perform di viae- ſervice; and declare 
the curſz of God to be due to: ſuch and foeh-finners, 
the whole Congregation were to anſwer and ſay 4 
men, 1.e. be it ſo, or curſed be the man who does thoſe 
things. Thus they were to declare their abhorrence 
þ of thoſe things which were ſo eminently hable - ro the 
And here bythe way I cannot. but obſerve, that if 

all of us were duly ſenſible of the great indignation 

of God againſt rhoſe fins, againſt which the-curſe of 

God is denounc'd in his holy ' word, we ſhould have 

a-care of falling into, or however of perſevering im- 

penitently in any. of thoſe fins mention'd in the 

Commination-, which is appointed 'to be read on 

Aſb-Wedneſday, and then we ſhould not fceruple to 

iay Amen at the end of every. ſentence, as many do, 

fearing thereby to call for a curſe .upon_ themſelves. KY} . 

For tho in ſaying Amen, we affirm with our own WY © 

mouths the curſe of God to be due to ſuch fins, which MY - 

215 no more than whas bo bas declared P, 19. WAY 
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"$6: F 4g | 4 wn ; : ; Ws $1 pac "a 
OS FDI ey. thet yp hy is 4 Gom- 
idmentr, yer” "ths certain -we ſhall nor be found 
lhable' to: MF > <nt 5 if webe not guilty of the | nz; 
| and if we 'be' pui ilry, and perſevere therein” impeni- 
- tently,”whethertwe'ſay | Ame or no, we ſhall certain- 
: ly be accufſediarthe laſt day,” for as'we Tead Mat. 25. 


41. thenJhall the Righteous * wage of Heaven and Earth 

-4 F = ano thers'bir th#left band "aepart from me "98 tufſed 
he ev eg. þ Five, prepared "for the Devil and bis An- 
gels. 

'But to return to the praſtice of the Jewiſh Charch 
in ſaying Amen, we. find' that they did not only. uſe 
this word at the-end' of their Prayers, but in the con- 

- = — clufton allo of their Pſalms and Hymns, as.we read 

I #1 ©5r,316. 46: for atthe end of thatPfalm, which Da- 

+ wid had compos'd for the uſe of the Temple, all the 
© people were required to fay, Amen. 

Not was it uſe by the Jews only under the Law, 

bur-from the beginning of the Goſpel diſpenſation ir 

. has been praftis'd alſo by he-Chriſtian Church. 
-. - _ That ir was us'd in the Apoſtles times 1s evident 
\ -2 Cer; i1:4. 16.” For there St” Paul reproving thoſe who 
] prayed at -any- time%in a Language | which the people 

Jid not nnderRtznd; ke ves this as an roument to 

pitye the unreafonablenefs of that praQice, becauſe 
16 People, who underſtood 7 not the 'Langrage, could 
net fay eoith "to Tuck. rayers, they could tnot give 
their <onſent'ts what they Uid not underſtand. 
Nor did the Apoſtles only think fit ro conclude al; 
Prayers! with this word, Þut ovy Saviour was pleaſed 
 alfototeath*/ ths fy "to: do, for Mor. 6. "3. We find? the 
Lords Prayer convlitding” Lo +, 
 "And' a5 this wis the nie of Gods people” both 
under t e'Law,”and/in_the beginning of the Goſpel 
Je: {zripn, fo it has: been continued in the Church 
of Chtiſt ever'ſi; ho of late-years through the great 
ant of Zealand Fe Devotion, it has beet much nege 
ted'by 'us itt this nation... 
ow. great | neCeffity | tiers is, that this anci- 
ice of all the peoples faying 4men ro the pray- 
zurch,” ought be, .conrinyed among ve, 
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you heartily joya in.them, '' ER. 
"If anether man writes a Letter in your name, you 
\, ought to ſer your hand'ro it, ot make your mark ro 
teſtify your conſent'unto that which is written ; and 
thas if the Miniſter prays for you, you ought to ſer 
your Hand and Seal to his prayer (ſuppoſing the matter 
of it to be good) by ſaying ner to It, 'nor ſhould you 
think it enough to fay Amen to all the prayers of the 
Church, but you ſhould alſo take delight in bearing 
a part with your brethren in making the Reſpon-' 
ſes, ſinging Pſalms, and-'in all other parts' of Divine. 


fervice. 
And this you will certainly do, when once you 
have got your heart ſincerely affeQed with a ſenſe of 
Gods infinite Tove-and mercy toward you. For ſo we-- 
frad King David ſpeaking of himſelf, and telkng us 
that the great experience which he had of Gods love 
ro him; 'inflaenced linrſo much, that he could nor 
refrain from ſinging praiſes to him. Pſ. 63. becauſe 
thy loving kindneſs is better than life, my lips ſhall praiſe 
thee, again v. 5. my Sonl ball be faisfeed as ' with | 
11.wrow and faineſs when my mouth praiſeth thee with joyfal-- 
lips. ES 39 9 
"Nor did that pious King defire- to be firigular in - 
this matrer -;; for in Pſ.:9g.-v.'1;: bt'emrourages all 6." 
rhers to the like pratfice,” ſaying, ' O come let us frrig into the © 
Lord, let us hcartityrejozce intheftrength' of our Salvation. © 
"In. the next place, as you are to reverence Cod by 
opening your- lips, that your mourh may thew forta 
his praiſe, fo you are to reverence” him by your' aQti- 
9125 anJ-'pettures, as yy hfcing-up- Y OUR & ands and "38 * "od 
; ${b65. TO "ES. 7 
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needs ſay :that, kr 
and a better wa 


prayer is not. to: be blamed, as in the caſe of ſome 


pr 
” 3s 


proveable. 
- But then in ſuch caſes, you ſhould take care to give | 
ſome other demonſtrations of your humility, faith and 
reverence, -as by lifting\up your- hands and eyes to 
Hayen, by ſmitting.your breaſt, and the like. _- .. 
For: to ſtand up all the time of prayer, when you-- 
are required to kneel down, and.may- do. it without- } 
any inconvenience to your ſelf to others, and never 
ſo much as open your lips, or move your- hands and 
yes in honour to God, is a ſhrewd ſign, that there' s- 
but very little true devotion 1n- your heart. 
But for ſitting ſill all the timeof. Prayer, as too.ma- - 
ny fdo;; this (my - Son) I muſt needs-rell you. is not- © 
only the greateft irreverence, but a moſt rude-and un- 
mannerly behaviour 1n the: more eſpecial preſence of 
God and his holy Angels. . tt et @ 
A And how much ſoever thoſe people who won't be . 
 difſwaded from it, may pretend to honour God in their 


the true. TE; 


The dro roceed 
cn 


For as..it "may reaſonably be ſuſyedted, that chat - 
pretended inviſible 5 iety, which is not” attended. wit 
viſible purity, 26 a falſe, or rather no piety at all, 


ir. tre enc v4.74 wil 
their wane of #true Jove - 


TEE. 


that. thoſe perſons who make no- conſcience of - <= 8 


 ving God publickly, take little or nocare to ſerve him 
privately, ſo it may without breack'of charity bedup» 
poſed th at thoſe perſons, who refuſe; co:give unto 
God: the outward reverence of their Bodies in'the - 
publick congregation, where he is more eſpecially -to 


be honoured, have but very litcle reverence:toward + 
him-in the heart. 


For: if they: knee] down to' prayer in their own - 
Houſes, out of a hearty reverence to God the ' are 


certainly. much. more | "Se ed.to: do it-in+ the: 
of prayer, 'becauſe --in oing they give a- wors 


publick yo ng - that- honour and TEVETENCE | 


whned. is dueto the Almighty. 

It: is very odſerrablo.chas' in the: Prophet: Malachy's © 
days, as we read Gh. 1.7. the People were:come rothar * 
degree of ah nng that they thought any thin 


was good enough -to be offered up in facrifice to ing 


Lord, :and yer fhll ws th would be thought'to have/a” 
mi ighty reverence-for Ic 


| and. his: worthip but ſee: 
_ how God reſented their r9.nve mae: behaviour toward 


him;a Son, ſays he, honoureth his Father, and a Servant 
his.. Maſter, If. T-theo be a Father w re” is my 


| bonour, and if T'be'a Maſter where-ts my fear. 
bs notwithſtanding 'the:contempr of the. Lord: and 
1s "a, they would be fill” ready to vindi- 


e publick ſervice, and if ſo, where's 
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perſon.” ovth 
; Here you ſee; that however ſome people may pre- 
tend to an inward: 'reverence. of 'God, while they 
give no outward. Teftimony-of it in-their. words and 
aTions, yet: the Lord is not ſatisfied with-ir, he does 
not :thinkchinaſelf to be : honoured by thoſe ways 
eve our ' ſuperiours take to be a diſhonour to 
.;:For ſhould theſe perſons behave themſelves in the 
preſence of an earthly King, or of an- inferiour Magi- 
&rate, as they do-in the preſence ofthe King of Hea-. 
ven and Earth;' they” would bs Tooktupon'to be very 
rude and uamannerly”; *and*'it cannot reafonably be 
ſuppoſed,: but rhar the' Almighty God will in like 
manner 'reſent the behaviout of rhoſe,*who'a&t dire» 
ly contrary to that rule*preſeribe&in his holy: words, . 


of going "all thivgs in his woxjbip decenitly- and” in ord 5 moſt 
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y 3 mer a- day and praying. Fz.' 9. 5.of Ezrah's 
ling upon his knics and jpreading-cu: his hands to the Lord.” 


* 


Nox 


q 


5 x | 
* ' P '% - Lv 6 a y 
H + M8, v1 £4 AH : "27 "$0 = whe 0 
-< %. + Fax = ko g & EI »S NB - © + Bs 4%% 1 
"Wc. *. LS 2. St. Ugh 7 'S : 8 4 4 4 5 
% %..T" W%. « © es AX NN 
Co 77 ? "2 
4 k 
P” 1 by 
4 ®- 5 £ 
i X *," a" ax $6 $8 
: "he... We "+ ] : l 


$+” 


we find 


< Bhs 

ww 

3 «7 
: þ 


[ : L ; 
F 3 4 = q | ih by? . 
. ; AA - 5, . — Lo AM INE”, "$7 52 6 
. $ + 4 T- BYo8- EGS: RAE IR SI& Fo Fry 2 IF E..>; 
» i bnabng: & 4 EF SY 4 - it " 
z s 4 a0 KA [4 vw i bp '# * 
If | ; X ©; 7 . LN 
bY, m_ Q 
t F : 
, Wy. 7 6 e F"""% p , : 4 b* % : 3 a : 294-256 
$ - - as: | 
a 
bod Lg 
_ 


ſaid Jeſus kneeled ; 
” kneeled down aud pray 
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rently 


' rence 1sa very great piece of injuſtice, a robbing 
- made, and doth preferve, not only the Heart but the 


-and the whole man, ſo all of chem. ſhon!d concur in, 
- Fendring their tribute of reverence and ſervice. to 


- and compoſe your thoughrs in ſuch a-manner, as that 


| may bet 
| " _ 


or. | who are guilcy of ſome miſtakes .in expreſſing 


iy rukes: of .the Church of 'England, t 
. right information in'the- matter, to prevent your being } 
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, but would behave o Ive: Reſt » ia ; "OY 
and. "Iivithnte which is uſual in thoſe cafes, ſo | 
her ſhould we preſume to behave our ſelves irreve- Þ 1y 
and proudly in Gods preſence. . ee, j 
Bi > beſides, 4 itreverence .is to be avoided, \be-J n 
the' great ſandal which ist ereby given to{ d 
rhe "Congregarion, who . are truly, devour, | tl 


Tor fs St.* Paul teaches us, r Cor. 10. 32+ that we ſhould } d 
give mo offence, 'neither 10 the Jew nor to the Gentiles .nor to. 


the Church of God: Cl: 
And laſtly; 1t is: to be conſider'd that ſuch irreve-J 


God of that honour which is: due unto him, for as he 


outward members, as the Hands, Eyes, Tongue 


him. 

And thus having ſhewed you the neceſſiry of reve» 
rencing God, both ontwardly-in your Body, .and. in+ 
wardly in your Soul, you may 'from hence karn to 
avoid the two- dangerous extreams, of proſaneneſs | 
and ſuperſticion, and neither. bs diſcouraged from the: 
practice of outward reverence, by thoſs who ſhall: 
cenſure you for being formal, nor incouraged to the 
negle& of inward reverence by thoſe who.place he's | 
whole of their religion in an outward ſhew. —- 

And therefore, as I ſaid at firſt, be perſwaded at all | 
times when you-go te the Houſe of God to conſider | 
with your ſelf defore hand: what you are going _"_ 


e your ſelf all the time of prayer, 
; arts of - Religious Worſhip with all feri- 
ouſneſs and gravity; as in the preſence of an All-ſcee 
ing infinitely pure -and glorious God.. 

And. now becauſe Fam ſenſible that there zre ma-« 


reverence in ipublick bees a ps. to -_ 
rough ' want ofa 


\gujlty of the like, 1 ſkall here take occaſion to-let - 
you 
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for as fo the Miniſters ſtanding up at the 4 


. pronowices to 


and this It's | | robable- ey;uſe..to do,. 


, obſerve' the 
| before, ſo. hereagain jt is/to be c at the: 
$O not thelſ, ne. reaſon for both the Miniſter. nds up 
' becabſe it is the moſt pio er oeſhure for. him, while 
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d oes ſo. 
"Whereas 7ou. muſt know 
ſame rexſon for the one, Koh there. is forthe 


this 'is, done to ſignify | that Authority, by w 


to thoſe who are truly penitent, the - par- 


don and remiſſion of their fins, it being more 


per; that all Miniſterial a&s of Authority ſhould be 


an ley: ; butat:the ſame time ir is 7 fr that. the 

f Cong zragation ſhould continue: kneeling. as.2t 
onfeſpon, and Hang ue hem elyey: in the humble 
or tents, while with the moſt ful | 
Kio. they hear, Gods Gracious :. 
ro unc'd unto;thern | bythe 


In"thi thie © next. phe 3 it. is. alſo. uſual with many. to 
ſand up-at the Communion Serwice, or at leaſt ſol | 
the Miniſter begins to_rezd the ten.Coi 


inifter then ſtanding FLE 
”, 


he declate the Law of God unto the people z but ar 


the ſame'time it is moſt proper for the Congregation 
to kneel, becauſe at rhe, concJuſion; of /every. Com- 


mandment; they are to pray to God for the: pardon 


their former tranſgreſſinos, and for Grace TM to rranſs- 


> <8 
FT 2 


gre(s' "again, ſaying. Lord have maxey | *pgz of an” 


inclinewur hearts to keep this law. 


"Thar'you may not therefore follow the exam ple. of 
others, who are either ignorant or careleſs in this mat- 
rer,, you”may do well ro ask your own conſci> + 
{ ence, whether there be any- of the. ren Command- 
? ments, which you liave nor broken eirhes in mod t 
' Wwerds.. 
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panned therefore. to remember. 
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any 'Fdoubt'} in the- "work that; flat 

ter” then les, and think thats the! ſ--g0 upon. good 

rounds, WHie” they'v to Bib dp them ſelyes .to 

ſervice inthe vigbur, of their yourh,, hopin 

that they, may repent. © when | rhey tee, their. own 
rife.” TR EEG 2, | bo 

"Bur ety Son} 1 beſeech you. to. zpabdas,s that. al ho 

God has promiſed pardofitoull the true penitents,yer he 


has nor Parric cularly promiſed to Walt ON any mans 
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1 * You'll then have nothing of that regret and anxie- f 
| ty.to diſcompole your thoughts, which others will ' 
'] feel who have negleQted the ſervice of God in their 1 
| youth, andenflavedthemſelves to the World, the Fleſh, 
1 and the Devil. © obo (23 "TE q22h 


1] the diſciple whom Jeſus loved ; it is nor ſaid indeed 
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to be old. 


Fr is obſervable thit Jobn the Evanvgelift is called 


for what reaſon this Title was given him above all 
{ the reſt of the Twelve Apoſtles, but it being ſuppoſed 
that he was the youngeſt of them all, for that reaſon 
| pollibly Jeſus might have the greater love for him, 
Eecuult even then in the days of his youth, be had 
b ond; ata | learae! 


ice ef Jo 
RY” Mie e Grace of God 
prove gor9 Fc to, you, rough anfwer the erif for 
which it--is defignied, in al | the Salvation of 


Ihll be heart )e b: t'bath 
poi aj) thatl aſcribe che hel Pe Pat F: Glofyy t to 


# #* 
3 ' >»; $ | x 


An Hyde DN Bop za) Seer 


r very ſenlible, that thine 5 is ſeldom any thing 
Ich. occaſions, dp diſpy $ nd nd dforeces 
B ai many Miniſters and their pruk IQNETS, £ han 
the buſineſs of Baptiſinel Sureties, and that nothing 
1s . more commonly pretended. by 72B6Y far the rea- 
fon of their departing from our: Church, than their 
being diſſatisfied about this - matter, I have htre 
thought fit to add ſomething in reference hereunto, 
hoping thereby to remove the ſeruples, at leaſt, of 
hots who are unprejuflic' dand well meaning per” 
ONS. 

In.order tothis: end I Thall ſhow you, 
\fh What is meant by God-fathers and Como: 
taers 

2d. What reaſon our Church has to juſtifie the uſe 
of them. 

3d. How advantageous the due execution of this 
Otfice maybe both ro Sureties and Children. 

Firſt, as to the meaning of God-fathers and God- 
mothers, our Church. hereby undesſtands. thoſe per- 
ſons who are engaged as Sureties to the Church' by 
ſolemn promiſe at the Baptiſm of. Children, to fee 
them virtuouſly broughtup, to lead a | Godly and a 
Chriſtian Life. 

So that,altho the Chriſtian Church for tht reaſon 
has thought fit to call them Sureries, yer to let tem 


know, how they ought to be affe&2d to! Far mo | 
| ul | 


Fg 


- Children, 
viz, that't ey whole to be as Father ; 
in God, z/ e. ſpiritual parents. Fe 
concerned. i in the furtherance. of: thei 
Nom, therefore Comm _ RR d; 
© this Wa oy pe .of exp 


'e of, 1 Ly 


; cerned. - - 

For as he HP HRPTR to 7k ENTERS Ep. 4. Is. © hn 
he, was their ſpiritual Father, having begotien them in 
- Chriſt. Jeſus through t he Geſpel ; ſo 1 Tim. 1+ 2. he calls Ti 
mothy. his awn Sou in. the Faith. In this ſenſe alſo he 
calls Oneſimus his Son,E£p.to Philem. w. lo. I beſeech thee for 
_ my Son Oneſimus, whom I kavs begotten in my bounas. , 

i | Now. as St Paul was father ro. the Corintlzaus, and as 
Timothy ahd Oneſimns : Fj Sons, in a Spiritual ſenſe, 
1 [Why -may, not t ſons; who undertake the 
,Q of Furetie for (ho eres when they. bring them 
to. Ba ptiling w ich is their Oy and ſpiritua! Birth, 
be leg ſpiritual. Parents, or God-fathers and God- 
mothers Pads when they are as they ought to be, 

and as they may be, ſpiritually aftected roward their 
Children, 

| Ang haw far ſoever, many. are now 2 Lays from be- ; 
.ing ſo, it's,aot ro be dqybred bur. that they were much x 
- More tenderly affeQoil| toward. them. 1n Rent | 
[1MEsS, | 

For names are uſually given at firſt according to | 
the nature of things, and therefore it is not reaſona- | 
. ble, that any of us ſhould be ſo averſe both to the 
. name andthe ;office, -becaule ſome.are ſo very, care” 
(ke in, the, performance of what why do .under- 

bF Cs, \ =} 

 » Irxisour, duty, rather conſcientiouſly to undertake 

vm Mhage his office £ LE we. may: do. if we " 
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_ Feheve, 'thar there is.any thingof Popitſh ſuperſtirion 


ent Hiſtories of the Clurch, that there were Godsfa- 
£ * thers in the Chriſtian Churck, many years before 
; *-there was any ſuch thing as Popery known in the 
' © world. 


PEE g Sv 


_ Fiz d? (as we very well may, andnot doubr bntthar. 


© *And thatit's nd new or impoſſible thing for Chij- 
"dren to _c6venant'with God by others, we may Jearn 
-ftom Det 4g ,T0, 11, 12: for there we find that not 


33” much"obliged; to ſtimd- ro-thar Covenant, ”as the | 


the following verſes in the Fore-mentioned Ch. of 


* 
"we 
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will)'to the' glory of God, the ſpiritual advantage of 
ie «niothers Children, and the comfort of our own 


_ - % 


- 
ky 
10 


Let no one therefore deceive you, and make'you 


n theaſe of Sureties, for it is certain from the anti- 


And ſuch Sureties are at this day retained not only 
here in England, but in thoſe Churches beyond the 


- 


Seas, 'who never did embrace*the Popiſh-Religion. 
Thus having ſhew'd you what is meant by Gol-fy- | 
vhers, &c. I ſhall in the HOO 
2d place ſhow you what reaſon our Church'has'to 
juſtifie the uſe of them ; 'for 1t being matter only of 
Eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, I do not ſuppoſe that there 
3s any neceflity of an expreſs command, or example m 
Scripture for it. Nh LN 
It, may ſaffice us therefore, rhat it be gorunded 
uyon cood reaſon, and fo T ſuppoſe it is. 
For if we will allow, hat Children ſhonld.bebap- 


(God will alſo allow the ſame) we mnſt by . conſe- 
quence 2Now them the benefit of having others to 
Covenant with God for them, and who may be ob- 
liged afterward to ſee them inftru&ed in the principles * 
of the Chriſtian Religion. - ne 


only. the elder Perſons, who could underſtand* and 
ſpeak for themfelves, but even rheir little ones 'were 
brought to covenant with God, which they could | 
not do byt by others, 'and yet thoſe Childrer were |; 


e!der perſons who wete of 'age and underſtanding | 
to Covenant for themſelves ; as, appears, by thoſe and 


Der uy. pratticd 


advantageous, 
are made, are obliged to ſtand to them 
them good when they came ofa NOM 
And chat we have. no reaſon to doubt of Ge 
| -niay, appear not only from Gods acceptanice of Arg- 
(ham'sbaith for gircumciſing his Son,byt from Chrilts 
ready. acceptance. of the, women of Canaan faith for. the 
cure of her Daughter, Mat. 15. 22. as alſo from. his 
accepting the charitable intention of thoſe that brought the 
man ſick of the Palſey to be cured by him, Mark 2,5. Thus 
having ſhew'd/you that the Churches uſe of Baptiſmal 
uretzes 15 grounded. upon good reaſon, and there- 
fore has, been ſo long approved of through all parts 
. of the, warld: where the. Goſpel has been preacht, from 
_ the, Apoſtles times, or very. near them, to this day, 
one would thiak there ſhould: not-be ſo much diſpute 
among Chriſtians about this matter ; but becauſe 
there are many Objeftions. made againſt this order of 
our, Church, therefore I ſhall now proceed to give as 
ſtisfaQory, anſwers as I can to thoſe ObjeQtions which 
I have met with, -- 7 0 | Fs 
0bj.:1. Therefore, ſay ſome, we find no ſuch thing 
commanded in Scripture, as God-fathers and God-mo= 
thers, nor example of any ſuch matter, nor ſo much 
as any. ſuch words therein mentioned, and therefore 
we cannot think fit to make uſe of them. * 


% 


4uſw. In anſwer whereunto it is to be conſidered 
that God has no where. in his holy word ty'd usu 
ſo ſtnidtly. in matters of Church diſcipline, that We 
muſt do nothing but juſt what is exprefly command- 
ed,. or. what we have an, example for ; for what Set} 
of Chriſtians is there who do not for love and orders 
ſake, obſerve ſome things for whichthey have nenhes + 
| @ particular precept nos example. 


=. 
, 2% v0 
7 - SAN 
- $, _ 
iy my M - F 1 TN 
: £ £ , A " 
* of” 4 Fn LAS > 
A * £ PO 
Hr L " PR 
* | + & 
” e -* a 
dt 
- 


Pos... J 
| Ca 
4 fl » = = 


” 
= 


we 


F. ; l * %y F : 2 RYE): , _ wt SN» 1H nal Mb Rs AN i oa, vo" ale? Bs Bb 
is "VENT" , "Of We” , , . A AO IE 10s En Ph 
mn OS TO f - NY _ Z ; 
et" Ns ie cat 
' > by” FE © An 37 F; 
4" "7 # Bw Ray \W 


. Ws, TOS - ns MO SOT TI - *.; LP 
Mane ERAe) he Ih 
Fe [62 Sa, CO tes L 
Poke. 


x 


” . Oy , wg lh Ctr erate” <a ares yp? N. 
is bt tu ; , ; IRE OL EE Oar Re 0-4 28S: CY : ENTY """_— y 
TL 7 WE _ pl "91 "79 "V5 dats : Se 74." 4 WY > "AC ow. wy Fed. ah - *$ > ><. RG *p ve 30 Je "IN ys "TA ys » * $5 d 4 
boy. n "64s F " s \ S _D YER id} SY 'N "3 roy a4 % MO « Y & 
2 Tet es, 4 —_ $ ”. 17% 62 a o , 
RS SM oe on Oo et, 4 ye \ SP" b : RE tb, PRE... : 
7. ; , ROI 3 3H We ” * > - c 4 \ WW af , 
" : "5 - Ph jr Py E-2p7 Or A3CS p a KY; 4 # ? ; % "a s W b ; 1 
c / IRIEOERL ;: Ru 7 b : wv 1 DL % cy i : - "In g 
RX. "oe bg 3% ap ng” 3; OY &:. Hh po Oh ) x x \ - 2 l f \ 4 3 5.5% _- |. * F 4 ; 
i 6 Ve " . FOI ot * yy 3x wed 08-45 WS , ”\ ; 4 t of . F S 1 F ; 
oh PS WAS, Xie 210i at Her OSS 3% W 4 PLS - e ; » , 
{4 FF "36. ES; Wo Ws PCr 5. * , . \d 
- 5 8. et 4; a, =, + $14 IDRY Wks, 2» > : » 
+ Sage” Wy. (fe re s n p . 4 
3 k « wm : & aft 
> N 4+ Y . D. , 
+18 7 k 21 + oF 
” 
5 
4 


| _* Tray be fufficieht "that fach things are dgrceable 
T tothe general rule of the'Apo! js Cor Te: 49. that 
"all thinge be dove dechntly whd fs with; and tending to 1dj- 
*$:ation, .v. 26. This rule ſuppoſes thar rhe parcicutar 
matters of Church Diſcipline ſhould be'left ro Church 
Governouts, and to the cuſtam of the Church, not 
eoftrary to the rule of Scripture; and no way deroga- 
tiny from the.Glory of God. © © 
_ Sothar this having been the conſtant cuſtom of the 
Church; ih the pureſt times of [the Goſpel "after rhe 
Apoſtles days, to 'require *Sureties' for Children ar 
2 a .: their Baptiſm, why may not the Churches cuſtom 
"8 |! juſtifie our pratice ? eſpecially in' this 'caſe, Wherem 

> BY there is nothing of indecency but what may very 
much tend to edification and the Glory of God, if it 
be rightly TRA TE: PD 


As to your. find! 


finding no'mention 'made of the. words 
In Scripture, that's no” argument againſt thethings; 
for neither 40 we, find the word TYmiry, nor the word 


preſs the three perſons in. the Godhead, and the other 
ro flanify the. two great ordinances of the Goſpel, viz. 
Beytiſm and che Lords Suppet. But, © ' --- 
* 2. Fris not good (fay fome) to undertake this of- 
fice, nor to deſire others'to doit, becauſe: thereare 
none that diſcharge their duty in this matter. 
To this I anſwer, that fome have diſcharged: their 
duty is moſt certain, and'F conld give you ſome in» 
ftznc2s to prove , that to the pious care of Baptiſmal 
Sureties in inſtruting ſome of your Royal Princes in 
tie Principles of ſound Religion, we owe in a great 
m2afure the enjoyment of the Proteſtant Religion in 
t:11s Nation. And thar all others do not diſcharge 
"12ir duty, is not becauſe there 1s any impoſſibility in 
ti2 nature of the thing ; for cannot any of us uſe 
fur beſt endeavours to ſee that a Child be taughr fo 
1523 as he ſhall be able to learn what a ſolemn Vour; 
Promife and Profeſſion he has made by his Sureties ? 
cannot they take care that he may learn th? Church 
etechifm, which contains in ic all the fundamenal 
{r.Utiy 
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Sacrament in Sctipture, and yet we'think fit to; make \ 
wſe of thoſe words, the one being molt proper to ex- 
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to his Souls healt] oO 


, too great a dif | 1 F . 3 
cannot they do ry in es lies to have him eon- 4 IM 
firmed, and fo.to diſcharge them by taking the obli« FF x 


gation _ Tnmfelf ? - 
-\ - here'is. nothing of impoſſibility i inany of 
| ngs, 4nd yet theſe are the (chief things that 
are ie pie incl to the Sureties: But'-' © 
Say: ſome, ook ſhoul&'iibt' the Parents rather 
chanotbrs be oblige to 'undet take th rhivgy! ? 

'T6'this I anfwer, that'Parents are already liged 
both by the Law of God: and Nature, to -take care 
of their Children's Souls and Bodies, and there can 
be-no greater obligation laid upon them, by requiring 
2 ſolemn promiſe from. them. 

And therefore, 'as a' Reverend and Learne& Biſhop 
of our Church obferves, © The Churches intention 
© m having Sareties,” 18 not to ſupercede the oblige» 
;M 'tion of Parents, bur to-ſaperinduce a fzrther oblige- 

*t10n upon others for greater ſecurity of performance. 
* Or, as another has expreſs'd it, the Church thinks 
* fit tg lay the charge-upon others, not to exclude or 

 *excuſe the Parents care, biit to'be joyned with then 
* in the'more certamn and ealſte *ccompliſhment of fe 
© ptous a work: Bur, | 
4. Say ſome ,'how can Sureties declare in the 
has name, that he does renounce the Devil and all 
his works, &c. and that he does belieye in God, or 
how can they promiſe that the Child ſhall ſerve bim, 
fince we find it ſo hard a matter” t0- do theſe things 
our ſelves. 
To this Ianſwer inthe fieſt hs that theſe words 
of the Baptiſmal Vow are not dire&ly words: of 
| 
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promiſe, obliging the Sureties to performance, but 
expreſſions of contratt' relating to the Infint, and 
declaring to what Duties he 1s ; obliged by bis Bap- 
tiim, which are no other than what: every one of us: 
ought ro do (as I have already fhew d). who-expe&s _ 
to be ſay'd: 


as 59 os 
e ſame 6 PAR, jon. x WE 
rho xp us in, this matter; wi Be 1s 1t not. al- 
ar 
ſhall Gmaly rom 


ents, who (as 
the grounds, of wie p He an 
narture. and; ad imonign, Gf the 
to: do it,-whoik ROWS. her:the: inc pra 
verſeneſs: and pn eng of. the os {aa 
that the Parents were (careful in the matter. iy may not 
hinder the. performance of-their promiſe ? . 

Yea, is it not altogether, as. uncertain. whether - 
thoſe perſons who are HR: dipe.. till .the .come: to 
ripeneſs of years, will. conſcientiouſly: obſerve and 
keep. the Covenant, w] ich-they LE 6 LES 
after their way? And yer, .NOQLWIL No 
certainty. on all hands, 'tisfit all _ RAE: 
miſe thoſe things which, it is thets duty, to PR: 

However, we have the greater encouragement to 
hope. for. the Child's, well-doing, becauſe as the. pray- 
ers of / the Church. are pur up,. unto. God, 1 in- his. be- 
balf, that he may- have'power and. ſtrength. to have 
vittory, and to triumph againſt the Dans, the. World 
and the Fleſh, ſo we haye Gods 'promi hy that. he 
will grang choſe things which weask faithfully:at his 

ands 

And therefore, by the way, this conſideration - 
ſhould oblige all people who were preſentat the mi» - 
niſtration of Baptiſm,to put up their hearty prayersto 
God. in behalf of thoſe who. are: baptized, and, not 
to. fit down or ſtand-gazing; about, as if they were no 
way concern'd therein. 

The Prayers: of the Church therefore being put up 
to God in the Childs: behalf, and God having pro- 
milſed to hear our prayers, if afterward the SUreties 
rake care (as they may do if rhey. will) when: the 
Ciild 15- come to years of dilcretion, to. " him 
NOW - 
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them, before they are capable of being inſtrufted xs 
f they ſhould be, ſo that the dury cannot poſſibly be 
diſcharged according to, promiſe. "|"0ﬀ £2" © 
To which I anſwer, that it is very certain theſe 
things may , and. do happen very often, and there- 
fore all Parents woulſd'do+ well, ro make choice of. 
{uch Yureries as are Inhabitants, and not Strangers or 
Servants, and ſuch as have no ſettled place of abode., 
unleſs they are known to | be perſons religiouſly in- 
clined, who may take care, tho they kve ar ſome dr- 
- " fance, to diſcharge their duty. © 
\'" But: ſuppoſing ' that 'the' circtimſtances of either 
- party THoult befſuch, that there is an tinavordable ne- 
- ceffiry of removing from one another; and that the 
"thing cannot be done+{o well-as if they continned 
ſtill in the ſame neighbourhood, the Suretieg arE ' 
fuch a caſe diſcharged from ſo much of their duty, 
as they cannot poſſibly perform. Butthen they ſhould 
be mindful of ſrch Children in their private devotions, 
beſeeching God to dire&them-by his holy Spirit, in 
the ways'of -truth and oy to- grant 
unto them'mind$ capable of receiving ſuch good in- 
ſtruQion/ as may be'tender'd unto them'; that'if he 
would ſeaſon their tiearts with ' grace, and (that he, 
ſhall pleaſed to prolong their days here upon earth, 
they may live to him, and be inſtruments of his glo- 
ry, by ſerving him faithfully, and doing good intherr 
| generation. | HED Legs | et dak * i ? 
This ſuppoſition therefore of a -removal on. either 
fide, is of no more force' againſt 'Sureties,' than that 
of their death, which may. happen in a letſe tinie af 
ter the Child is baptized, for in/all fiicki caſes gf-un- 
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"Thus we a& al on (5; 03-1 
who e to. take. c; | .ordly .Concerns, and | 
1n the ot cal : | 
a vel this... x clint. | 


now having, tia 1; you ache reaſo 

our. Churches praftice ia requar) ptiſn 

A and naring # anſwered thoſe: Ong. which I 
have heard madeigainft it, I ſhall add bur one argu- 
ment more, which yet ought to beofgreat weight with 
us in ſuch like caſes; andthat's the neceſlity. af every 
Chriſtians ſubmitting tp all the Law ful ardray, of:that 
-Church,whereof hes a member.For ſo S,Per teaches 


Ke. £þ,-3- 1.3, Submitting ad ſelves to every 01 ordnance of 
.man jor the Lords ſp 


_ Here you ſee. we are in 5 {FAS ob! fS, to be 
. obedient to our Governovrs, in all thoſe thingswhich 
.they may lawfully.require us to do, and, nor only: to 
the civil Magiſtrate, but alſo ro. the Chyrch © Hojer 
npngn for, ſoSr. Pau has taughs us, Heb. 13e7\1 7.1060» 
.thew that have the xulz oven . you, ang Jubmit xonr | 6 
Jon they wacch- for your rf 5s arthey,. that, 


(60#,; that they rey da. it: with.) Joys: adrenrh eff 
fa profitable. far Joe, (1 
Now. « that theſe 15) N09 | nnlavfularſs in the uſe of 
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his own, nh ho d,- and:that, there ſhould be for every 
63s Er Woes God-fathers and one God-mother, 
and oe Very: nay; two Gpd- moth ers and.c one Gad- 
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Y RI hav 1s Sify Keke Child: s 2 FT _ 
and charitable work ; if it be an a& of great 
to take pity upon a poor forlorh infant, who is Umoſt 
naked and ready to be ſtaryed for want of tood, 
how much better is itto be inſfrumental in deliver- 
| Ing a Soul from death,as Sureties may be through rhe 
bleſling of God, upon their fi ncere endeavour thro 
the merits of fofire Ghrift, RE bs a ore Hae: 
Befides, a Surety by furthering the Childs Salvatr- | 
on, may bring coni'Ort unto his own Soul : for you 
know if a man do but plant a young Tree, and by 
taking great care of ir, finds it thrive and proſper, he 


ſeems to take ſome delight and pleaſure init; but 


how reatE 152 Chriſtians corafore; when 
by ED Ao» upon thofe pbod 'inſtruftions and 
exhortations, which acgprdivig'to bi ornuly, he be- 
ſtows upon 'a Child, he a bo the Child * grow In 


Grace, and Godlineſs, and  Spwiryal $trepprh knd 
bringing forth the Fruits of Slineſs and Vir 


"Finally, by this Means every otie' 6f rs ma 
ſidetably advance the Intereſt of Religion, a ny Eos give 
a check to the prevailing wickeJnefs, and” great de- - 
bancheries of the Age we live ja. bh 

If it ſha!l pleaſe God thersfore (my Son): 1: Ve 
you the great bl: fin of Chil dren, ler not: heir Ba 
tim be neg'« eCted, bur ſee they, be FA LAN we UNTO.! 
Lora by ant Ural nigce, IC -corting .to.the. - 
of the ot F We” either "hs firit; wr 1 
4 rag 14ers rey are born, Or pon ſons | Sa 
failing between, when thereis publick Preyer in the > 


Charc| ht 


And be ſare thar you take the bet care you 


can to provide {uch Suretizs as may make Forge” 
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